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INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION  

 

This Course Catalog and Career Planning Guide contains information that will help you as you select 
your courses for high school.  It includes course descriptions and suggested programs of study 
associated with your post high school interests.   
As you read through this catalog, you will find information about graduation requirements, suggestions 
for planning your program of study, and information on the requirements for early graduation.  The 
main section of this catalog contains brief descriptions of the courses offered in each of the high 
school.  If you or your parents have questions as you select your courses and plan your schedules, 
please discuss these questions with your teachers and counselors.   
 
Credits for courses are cumulative throughout high school.  You need 24 credits to graduate from 
Belvidere Community Unit School District 100.  One-half (0.5) credit is earned for each class passed 
each semester.  Grade Point Averages (GPA) are computed at the end of each semester of each 
school year. 
 
For assistance in planning your high school program, contact the guidance office at your middle 
school or high school. 
 
  Belvidere South Middle School   815/544-3175    Belvidere Central Middle School   815/544-0190 
  Belvidere High School       815/547-6345    Belvidere North High School         815/544-2636
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
  

CLASSES OF  2019 and 2020  
English 

English 9 (1 credit-writing intensive), English 10 (1 credit), English 11 (1 
credit), and English 12 (1 credit) or English Electives (1 credit) 

4 Credits 

Social Studies 
US History (1 credit-writing intensive), Government (.5 credit) 

World Studies or Social Studies Elective (.5 Credit) 
2 Credits 

Mathematics 
Students must earn 3 credits of math.  One of the credits needs to be 

Algebra and one needs to be Geometry 
3 Credits 

Science 
Biology (1 credit) and Science Elective (1 credit) 

2 Credits 

Career Education .5 Credit 
Health .5 Credit 

Consumer Education .5 Credit 
Physical Education 

Credits earned count toward elective requirement 
Student must be enrolled each 

semester of high school 
Electives 

One credit must be earned from Fine Arts, World Language, or Career and 
Technical Education 

11.5 

Total Credits Required for Graduation 24 Credits 

 

 

 

CLASSES OF  2021 and 2022 
English 

English 9 (1 credit-writing intensive), English 10 (1 credit), English 11 (1 
credit), and English 12 (1 credit) or English Electives (1 credit) 

4 Credits 

Social Studies 
US History (1 credit-writing intensive), Government (.5 credit), 

and World Studies or AP World History (1 Credit) 
2.5 Credits 

Mathematics 
Students must earn 3 credits of math.  One of the credits needs to be 

Algebra and one needs to be Geometry 
3 Credits 

Science 
Biology (1 credit) and Science Elective (1 credit) 

2 Credits 

Career Education .5 Credit 
Health .5 Credit 

Consumer Education .5 Credit 
Physical Education 

Credits earned count toward elective requirement 
Student must be enrolled each 

semester of high school 
Electives 

One credit must be earned from Fine Arts, World Language, or Career and 
Technical Education 

11 

Total Credits Required for Graduation 24 Credits 
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Early Graduation 
 
The provision for early graduation is as follows: 
 
1.  The student and parent or guardian shall initiate their request for early graduation in writing by filling out an 
Early Graduation form in the high school guidance office on or before March 15 th and submit to the appropriate 
counselor, clearly stating the reasons. 
 

2.  The counselor shall review the written request, assess the studentôs credits , and determine whether early 
graduation is possible (provided they finish 7 semesters of school and meet all graduation requirements by the 
first day of second semester.)  If, for any reason, all course and credit requirements for early graduation have 
not been completed, the student must enroll with a full time schedule of classes for the next semester. 
 

3.  If the student is eligible for further consideration, the Early Graduation form shall be forwarded, with the  
counselorôs recommendation, to the building principal for the purpose of final administrative approval. 
 

4.  Students who are granted permission for early graduation shall be eligible to participate in graduation 
exercises. 
 

5.  A letter explaining the circumstances of early graduation will be sent to each parent/guardian of the early 
graduate. 
 

Schedule Changes 

During the scheduling process students and counselors will be working together to determine the classes that 
best suit the needs and interests of the students.  Selections will be prioritized based on need, teacher 
recommendations and grade level.  It is recognized that in some cases assigned classes may need to be 
adjusted.  Below are some guidelines that must be followed for different situations.  
 
Dropping a Class- A student may drop a class before the 30th day of the semester without academic penalty, as 
long it does not drop the student below 6 credit bearing classes.  If a class is dropped after the 30th day of the 
semester the student will receive a failing grade for that class on their transcript. In special circumstances, a 
student may drop a class after day 30 with Principal permission.  
 

Level Changes-  When requesting a level change a student must submit a level change form including all 
necessary signatures.  Level changes include the transferring of the current grade to the new class.  If teacher 
and parent are not in agreement a conference should be held to discuss the placement.  The conference should 
include teacher, parent, student, counselor and administration.  Changes will not be made to accommodate 
personal preferences. 
 

Drop/Add an Elective-  A student may request to drop one elective to add another in the first 3 days of a 
semester.  The request must be submitted in writing to the studentôs counselor.  Request forms may be picked 
up in the guidance office.  After three days, teacher and administration approval is required. 
 

Teacher Changes-  It is not our practice to allow a class change based on requesting a new teacher.  However, 
if one of the following circumstances exists then we will consider a change: 
¶ A student has taken the same course with same teacher and has received a failing grade 

¶ There has been a documented conflict on file with administration between the student and teacher 
resulting in a prior teacher change 

¶ There has been a documented conflict on file with administration between a sibling of the student and 
teacher resulting in a prior teacher change 
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM PLANNING 
 
 

To be prepared for todayôs global economy, all students need training in communications, advanced 
mathematics, science, and technology.  Our goal is to provide students with the skills and preparation 
needed to pursue their educational goals beyond high school. 

The programs of study students may pursue in our district high schools are described 
below.  Students and parents are encouraged to work with the guidance counselors at their high 
school to plan their programs of study. 
 

 

 
Minimum College Admission Requirements 

 
Credits Subject 
 
      4       English  (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) 
      3          Mathematics  (introductory through advanced algebra, geometry, & advanced math) 
      3           Science  (laboratory sciences) 
      3           Social Studies  (emphasis on history and government) 

      2  World Languages, Music, Art, or Technical Education (some schools may require 2 years of world language) 
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COLLEGE & CAREER PATHWAY ENDORSEMENTS 

 
Enacted by Illinois in 2016, the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness established a voluntary 
system for school districts to award College and Career Pathways Endorsements to high school 
graduates. Endorsements signify that a student is ready to pursue postsecondary education or enter a 
career related to a selected career interest area and incentivize career exploration and development. 
District 100 class of 2022 students will be the first class who will have the opportunity to obtain this 
endorsement. 

College and Career Pathway Endorsements are based on a wide range of careers that fall within each 
endorsement area. Earning an endorsement will indicate a studentôs readiness for career, civic and 
college success. 

To obtain a college and career pathway endorsement, a student will need to do the following: 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

Endorsements include: 

 

Many factors will go into a student making this decision: 

¶ What are your interests? 
¶ What subjects or topics do you like? 
¶ What clubs or extracurricular activities do you want to be a part of? 
¶ What careers are you interested in? 

 

The endorsement selection process is another way to help District 100 personalize the high 
school experience for each student. More information about each endorsement area can be 
found on the next several pages.   
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